is wrong. God knows, a man may slay himself with
his own knife, and make himself drunk out of his
own tun. Certainly, be it wife, be it child, or any
worldly thing that a man loves more than he loves
God, it is his idol, and he is an idolater. Man should
love his wife with discretion, calmly and moderately;
and then she is as it were his sister. The fifth finger
of the Devil's hand is the stinking act of lechery.
Truly, the five fingers of gluttony the Fiend thrusts
into the belly of a man, and with his five fingers of
lechery he grips him by the loins in order to throw
him into the furnace of Hell; wherein he shall have
the fire and the everlasting worms, and weeping and
wailing, sharp hunger and thirst, and horror of
devils that shall trample all over him, without respite
and without end. From lechery, as I said, spring
divers branches; as fornication, which is between man
and woman who are not married; and this is deadly
sin and against nature. All that is an enemy to and
destructive of nature is against nature. Faith, the
reason of a man tells him well that it is mortal sin,
since God forbade lechery. And Saint Paul gives him
over to that kingdom which is the reward of no man
save those who do mortal sin. Another sin of lecHery
is to bereave a maiden of her maidenhead; for he
that so does, certainly, he casts a maiden out of the
highest state in this present life and he bereaves her
of that precious fruit that the Book calls "the hun-
dred fruit," I can say it in no other way in English,
but in Latin it is called centesimus fructus. Certainly,
he that so acts is the cause of many injuries and vil-
lainies, more than any man can reckon; just as he
sometimes is cause of all damage that beasts do in the
field, who breaks down the hedge or the fence, just
so does the seducer destroy that which cannot be
restored. For truly, no more may a maidenhead be
restoredvthan an arm that has been smitten from the
body mays return thereto to grow again. She may
have mercy, sjhis I know well, if she does penance,
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